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artillery and rifles they surpassed the enemy in numbers and in late models,
At Malvern Hill a Confederate artilleryman sat in comfort behind a tree.
*A moment later/ noticed General D. H. Hill, *a shell passed through the
huge tree and took off the man's head. This gives an idea of the great power
of Federal rifled artillery/ A Federal balloon, piloted by its inventor,
Professor T. 5. C. Lowe, rose 1000 feet above Richmond, sending balloon
telegraph and signal messages to McClellan; it was beyond range of the
Confederate guns, but with their steady fire at it Lowe became known as
'the most shot-at man in the war*. A Confederate creation known as the
Silk Dress Balloon, made from hundreds of wedding-gowns and evening
dresses sent with prayers to Richmond by the women who had worn them,
it was said, drifted on to a sand bar and was captured on the way to its first
flight.
At one time, as McClellan came near Richmond, the gold and the archives
of the Confederate Government were loaded on railroad cars ready to move
in case McClellan reached the city.
On both sides was courage, tenacity. A correspondent saw a Federal
soldier brought into a field hospital, 'both legs torn off by a shell, both arms
broken by bullets, the film of death glazing his eyes', but when spoken to he
cried out: 1 trust to God we are licking them!' At Malvern Hill a Con-
federate colonel had shouted: 'Come on, come on, my men! Do you want to
live for ever?*
Surgeon Daniel W. Hand of the 1st Minnesota Volunteers told of a day of
work at amputations in a field hospital: It was late in the night before my
own cares allowed me to rest, and then, where should I lie down? A cold
wind was blowing, and we shivered in our scanty clothing. Every foot of
sheltered ground was covered with sleeping men, but near the operating
table, under a tree in the house-yard, there lay a long row of dead soldiers.
My steward, Cyrus Brooks, suggested we make a windbreak by piling them
up against the remnants of a fence. We did so, and then lying down behind
them, we slept soundly until morning/
Gay humoor lighted grim incidents. General O. O. Howard's right arm
was shattered, and when he met General Phil Kearny, who had lost his left
arm in Mexico, the two men shook hands on Howard's saying: 'Hereafter
we buy our gloves together/
At White House Landing, in order to keep supplies out of the enemy's
hands, McClellan ordered railroad trains loaded with powder and food
run off an embankment into the deep mud of the Pamunkey River; other
trains of cars were burned where they stood on the tracks. A South Carolina
regiment gathered 925 rifles thrown away in a wheat field at Shirley; these
were part of 35,000 small arms that fell to the Confederates as